1. Introduction. In this note we present a systematical approach to nonoscillation norm conditions for real and complex linear differential systems. We show that the infima of the appropriate integral functionals are constants for nonoscillation criteria. Furthermore in the real case these infima are the best possible nonoscillation constants. Applying an iterative method we prove that the minimal solutions exist and satisfy the Euler-Lagrange equations. This in particular implies that certain first order autonomic systems have periodic solutions. Finally we compute these infima for certain norms. Thus we obtain many known and new results.
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2. The variational problems. We consider linear differential systems of the form Note that r)(t) is a periodic solution of (9) with the period 2C 1>2 . 
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The minimal solutions £(t) and rj(t) satisfy the Euler-Lagrange equations
